
in the villages of  

Horstead, Coltishall, Great Hautbois and Belaugh 

As you tread our village paths you might ponder the fact  
that pilgrimage has been an important element of most 
spiritual traditions. 
In our flower-rich churchyards and along the way - look 
carefully along the edge of the marshes as you walk to  
Belaugh - you might remember Jesus words:  
“Consider the flowers of the field ... and the birds of the air” 
Perhaps you’ll find orchids and king cups, and/or glimpse 
the flash of a kingfisher, or watch a barn owl hunt on  
hushed wings.  

In attending to the Creation  
Will you catch a glimpse of the Creator? 

“What would you be, you wide East Anglian sky, 

Without church towers to recognise you by? 

What centuries of faith in flint and stone 

Wait in this watery landscape, all alone “ 

John Betjeman 

By Foot: Not all footpaths are shown. You might  find it 
helpful to use an ordinance survey map. You can get one from 
the Post Office at A on the map. Walkers can gain access to the 
Bure Valley Cycle and Footpath and make some interesting 
round trips. 
By Car: There are car parks at Horstead Mill, Coltishall 
Common and at Belaugh Church and there is a lay-by with 
good parking close to Horstead Church. 
By Bike : The road to Wroxham is narrow and has heavy traffic. 
It might be best to go by foot to Belaugh! Use the back roads, 
and/or link to the Bure Valley Path to go to Hoveton. The 
cycle/footpath that runs beside the railway is also the safest and 
most interesting route to Buxton and Aylsham.  
By Canoe : Launch at Horstead Mill, Church Common, (just 
behind Horstead church), or higher up river. 
It is hard to get to Great Hautbois Church from the water but 
Belaugh Church has its own moorings. A slipway and boardwalk 
help portage at Horstead lock. The mill race provides a little  
white water! 

Our church buildings  witness to the communities’ search 
for meaning and their relationship with God.  
In spite change and modern developments old questions 
still address us :  

  Who am I ?   
  What am I doing here?  
  Where am I going?         
. 
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1   Saint John the Baptist, Coltishall 
This 11th Century church has: Saxon windows, re-used Roman 
bricks,  a 13th Century extension, a late medieval tower, a thatched 
roof, a peal of bells and brightly coloured hand-made kneelers. 
One can trace the outline of the Saxon church in the flint work of 
the north wall. Not far from the left of the porch seen from the 
road is  a vertical line of Roman bricks that marks its east end. High 
up  under the eves are two round, wind-eye, originally unglazed,  
windows. The original church must have been quite small and dark 
inside. 

 
2   Saint Peter, Belaugh  
Not shown on the map, Belaugh is about a mile away, a  pleasant 
ramble across the meadows. From the far (east) side of Coltishall 
Common walk down Anchor Street to the end and then take the 
footpath over the fields. You can’t miss the church. It sits high on a 
hill overlooking the river and has its own mooring.  
The late medieval rood screen of this 12th century building is 
amazing: maybe more  interesting for the damage done to it by “a 
godly trooper from Hobbis “(Hautbois) in Oliver Cromwell’s day! 
In the early summer the churchyard is full of wild flowers. At any 
time of year there is an atmosphere of deep peace and tranquillity! 
 

3   All Saints, Horstead 
The church is a Victorian rebuild on an ancient site. The 14th 
Century tower and north wall are original and the south door, 
porch and font are recycled from the old building. It has wonderful 
stained glass. Best of all is the wild flower-rich churchyard. Follow 
the path through the churchyard , turn right onto the river bank, 
then back to Church Common. 
 

4   St. Mary (St. Theobald), Great Hautbois 

A track leads from the road to this 11th Century, round towered 
church.  Now a ruin, it was once busy with pilgrims on their  way to 
Walsingham and Bromholm Priory. Hautbois Castle, to the south 
of the church, guarded the ford that crossed the river close by. Not 
much remains of the castle, just a mound and moat glimpsed 
through the trees to the south of the church.   
Before the Reformation the church was famous for a wonder 
working image of St. Theobald. No longer used for services, it 
remains a holy place - somewhere set apart, “where prayer has been 
valid”! In Spring “a host of golden daffodils “ trumpet Christ’s 
victory over death! 
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The waterside villages of Coltishall, Horstead and Great Hautbois form one community, at the limit of navigation on 
the River Bure.  Slightly down river, and  a pleasant ramble  across the meadows from Coltishall Common, is the hamlet of Belaugh. 
Visitors may be glad to know where they can find something to eat, drink, a toilet, a playground for the kids, or where they can launch a 
canoe!  The letters on the map will give you some clues as to what is where as you roam around. DO make a point of patronising our excel-
lent shops, cafes and pubs and/or joining a church service on Sunday so you can enjoy our hospitality 
A - Coltishall  (Lower ) Common - here you will find a car park, toilets, 2 pubs (both serve food) , a Post Office/General Stores (open ‘til 
late) and a hair dressers. There are 24hrs moorings and it’s a good place to fish in season. Travelling towards Coltishall church you will find 
one more pub and a Thai restaurant. Between church and river, with access from the river, is a hotel, bar and restaurant open to non-
residents . 
B - Coltishall, High Street  - has a  tea room, fish and chip shop, Chinese and Indian takeaways,  as well as a general store ( open ‘til late), a 
pharmacy, hair dressers etc., petrol station and butchers. 
C - Horstead Cross Roads - boasts but one pub that serves food and a fishmonger/delicatessen/butchers. Travelling towards the mill by 
road you will pass a children’s play ground. 
D - Horstead Mill  - has a car park; a wheelchair friendly walk; footpaths on both sides of the river to the bridge and back; is good for fish-
ing in season and is somewhere where you can roll up your trousers and paddle in the river on sunny summer days! 
E - Coltishall, Rectory Road, - has another children’s playground. The Doctors’ surgery is in St. John’s Close, off Rectory Road. 
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